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intimate or permanent members of the group. De Chamaillard,
who had been with Gauguin at Pont-Aven two years before, was
also living near by, at the mouth of the Aven.
Although Gauguin evolved, inevitably, theories and maxims
of his own, he was intolerant of slavish adherence to a set of
theories and he discarded his own as soon as they were proved
to him to be unsatisfactory or no longer current. The theories
of all groups and schools he characterised impatiently as
foutaisss. He declared that he had warned Van Gogh against all
systems and theories* The theory of syntles^ which had been
elaborated two years before at Pont-Aven, and which had
formed part of the label of the Volpini Exhibition, soon fell
from grace* That he observed it ironically by the time he left
France for Tahiti is proved by the existence of a piece of pottery
on which he had written phonetically: "Vive la Sintaize,"
mocking in this way at its erection into a creed*
Gauguin at this time made a belated excursion into the realm
of pointillism, painting in this technique a still life that he
named h Ripipoint. An inhabitant of Le Pouldu of the name of
David is reported to have written a poem to this canvas, while
Mademoiselle Henry had the intelligence to accept it as a
present*
Mademoiselle Henry was undoubtedly more broad-minded
and long-suffering than most of the inn-keepers of her day*
When Gauguin and his friends had been allowed to make
themselves at home, the little sitting-room of the hotel, that
also served as the dining-room, presented a remarkable appear-
ance. The glass panes of the window, that looked on to the
street and that the storms of the ensuing years gradually
destroyed, had been decorated with a continuous design in
washes of coloured turpentine inspired by the life of the
Breton countryside* The ceiling had been entirely covered by
Gauguin with a fresco in which the familiar words "Horn soit
qui mal y pense" surrounded, so it was naively declared by
some, a double-headed goose that was searching for fleas in a
woman's head* This was, in fact, not the case* The bird was a